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 NOTICE OF MEETING AGENDA 

  PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
             CITY OF LANCASTER, TEXAS 

        MUNICIPAL CENTER  
        CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

                                  211 N. HENRY STREET,   LANCASTER, TEXAS 
                                       TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2014 – 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
Chair, Quinnie Wright    Commissioner Genevieve Gregory 
Vice-Chair, Lawrence Prothro    Commissioner Tom Barnett 
        
                                                       
 
As authorized by Section 551.071(2) of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be 
convened into closed Executive Session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal 
advice from the City Attorney on any agenda item herein.   
 
The City of Lancaster reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the Regular 
Session or called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to 
adjournment. 

 
7:00 P.M.    AGENDA 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS (At this time citizens will be allowed to speak only on matters 
contained on the Planning and Zoning Commission agenda) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Items listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and are 
generally enacted in one motion.  The exception to this rule is that a Commission member may 
request one or more items to be removed from the consent agenda for separate discussion 
and action. 

 
ACTION 

1. PS13-12 Discuss and consider a Preliminary Plat for Lots 1 & 2, Block 1, Longhorn 
Business Park Section 6, situated in Marady Parks Survey, Abstract No. 1120, Page 345 
an addition to the City of Lancaster, Dallas County, Texas. The property is located at the 
southwest corner of Fabrication Drive and East Longhorn Drive. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

2. M13-10 Conduct a Public Hearing and consider a text amendment to the Lancaster 
Code of Ordinances, Chapter 14, The Lancaster Development Code (Ordinance #2006-
04-13), Article 14.1204 Sign Type Specifications, amending subsection K, Political 
Signs. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT 
The Municipal Building is wheelchair accessible. If you plan to attend the meeting and have a 
physical impairment, which requires special arrangements or require sign interpretive services, 
please contact the City Secretary’s Office 72 hours prior to the meeting at (972) 218-1310 or 
TDD 1-800-735-2988.  Reasonable accommodations will be made to assist your needs. 
 
CERTIFICATE 
 
I hereby certify the above Notice of Meeting was posted at the Lancaster City Hall,  
 
_January 10_, 2014 @  _5:00_ am/pm. 
 
 
 
__________________________    
Surupa Sen, Senior Planner,  
Public Works and Development Services 
 



Background      
 

1. Location and Size:  The property is located on the southwest corner of Fabrication and 
Longhorn Drive and is comprised of 11.0654 acres of land. 

 
2. Current Zoning: The subject property is currently zoned Light Industrial (LI). 

 
3. Adjacent Properties: 

North:  LI, Light Industrial (vacant)  
South: LI, Light Industrial (Storage/Warehouse) 

 East:   LI, Light Industrial (vacant) 
West:  LI, Light Industrial (Warehouse/Distribution)  
 

4. Comprehensive Plan Compatibility:  The Comprehensive Plan future land use map 
designates Longhorn Business Park with Light Industrial Land Use.  The proposal is in 
conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.  

 
5. Case History: N/A 

 
6. Public Notification: There is no notification required. 

 
Considerations 
This is a request to Preliminary Plat Lots 1 & 2, Block 1, of Longhorn Business Park Section 6. 
Total 11.0654 acres tract of land is being divided into 2 lots. The property is zoned Light 
Industrial (LI) and is currently undeveloped. The purpose of this plat is to begin a process to 
develop one of the lots with a light manufacturing type facility. The property has access from 
Fabrication and Longhorn Drive.  

 
Options/Alternatives 
 

1. Approve the plat as presented. 
2. Postpone the plat and direct staff. 
3. Deny the plat. 
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Recommendation 

 
Staff recommends approval of the plat (Option 1). 

 
Approval Process 

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission is the final approval authority.   
 
Attachments 

 
1. Location Map 
2. Zoning Map 
3. Preliminary Plat 

 
Prepared By and Submitted By: 

 
Surupa Sen 
Senior Planner, Public Works and Development Services  

 
 
Date:  _January 14, 2014       
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CH (Commercial Hwy)
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Background      
 
On June 14, 2013, the Texas Legislature passed H.B. 259, modifying the Texas Election Code 
and requiring a public entity that controls or owns a building used as a polling location, to allow 
electioneering on the premises subject to reasonable regulations.  “Electioneering” includes the 
posting, use, or distribution of political signs or literature. 

 
Section 14.1204 (k) of the City’s current sign ordinance prohibits political signs on City property 
at any time.  It is necessary to amend the sign ordinance to comply with the new law and set 
reasonable regulations for electioneering at a polling location that is City property.  The 
Lancaster Veterans Memorial Library is used as a polling location during early voting and on 
Election Day.   

 
Public Notification: Notice for this public hearing has been posted on Focus Daily Newspaper 
on Sunday, December 29, 2013. 
 
Considerations 
Some parts of the sign ordinance remain unchanged such as:  Political signs may not be placed 
within the 25 foot Visibility Triangle of any intersection.  Political signs may not have an effective 
area greater than 36 square feet and may not be more than eight feet in height, including any 
supporting poles. 

 
Electioneering is not allowed on driveways, parking areas, on medians within parking areas or 
driveways on the premises of a polling location.  Electioneering signs that are attached to 
vehicles that are lawfully parked at the premises of a polling location are now permitted.   

 
Options/Alternatives 
 

1. Recommend approval of the text amendment as presented. 
2. Postpone the text amendment and direct staff. 

 
Recommendation 

 
Staff recommends approval of the amendment (Option 1). 
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Approval Process 
 
Upon recommendation by the Planning and Zoning Commission, the City Council will conduct a 
public hearing and render a final decision for this item at their January 27, 2014, regular 
meeting. 
 
Attachments 

 
1. Amending Sign Ordinance 

 
Prepared By and Submitted By: 

 
Surupa Sen 
Senior Planner, Public Works and Development Services  

 
 
Date:  _January 14, 2014       



 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, TEXAS 

 

 ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, TEXAS, AMENDING 

THE LANCASTER CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 14, THE 

LANCASTER DEVELOPMENT CODE, BY AMENDING SECTION 14.1204 

SIGN TYPE SPECIFICATIONS, BY DELETING SUBSECTION K, 

POLITICAL SIGNS IN ITS ENTIRETY AND REPLACING IT WITH A 

NEW SUBSECTION K, POLITICAL SIGNS TO PROVIDE FOR 

ELECTIONEERING AT POLLING LOCATIONS; PROVIDING A 

REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 

PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF 

FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

 WHEREAS, on June 14, 2013, the Texas Legislature passed H.B. 259, modifying the 

Texas Election Code and requiring a public entity that controls or owns a building used as a polling 

location, to allow electioneering on the premises subject to reasonable regulations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, according to this law, “electioneering” includes the posting, use, or 

distribution of political signs or literature; and 

 

 WHEREAS, electioneering includes posting of signs and in order to further the general 

health, safety and welfare of the citizens, electioneering signs and literature should not be present 

outside of the time for voting except for a limited period to erect and remove signs, and not be 

attached to improvements and landscaping; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that the size of electioneering signs shall be 

limited and they should be set back from the public roadway in order to further traffic safety and 

remove visual clutter; and 

 

 WHEREAS, City Council deems it is in the best interest of the citizens of the City of 

Lancaster that the current sign regulations be amended and additional regulations be adopted to 

address concerns that may result from electioneering on public property, including damage to 

property, traffic safety concerns, and blight; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the adoption of regulations is needed and that they 

further the public health, safety and welfare of the community.  

 

 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LANCASTER, TEXAS: 



 

 SECTION 1. That Section 14.1204, Sign Type Specifications, of the Lancaster 

Development Code, be, and the same is hereby, amended to provide for political signs and 

electioneering at polling locations, to read as follows: 

“Sec. 14.1204 Sign Type Specifications 

 

. . . . . 

 

(k) Political Signs; Electioneering at Polling Locations 

 

(1) Political signs are strictly prohibited from any and all public property and 

rights-of-way within the city, except as provided in subsection (2).  Political 

signs may not be illuminated or have moving elements. 

 

(2) Electioneering at Polling Locations 

 

1. Definitions  

The following words and phrases as used in this article shall have the 

meanings as set forth in this section: 

 

Electioneering shall mean the posting, use, or distribution of political signs 

or literature, including the use of tents, chairs, booths, tables or other 

furniture or devices to post, use or distribute political signs or literature. 

 

Voting period shall mean the period each day beginning the hour the polls 

are open for voting and ending when the polls close or the last voter has 

voted, whichever is later on Election Day and early voting days.  

 

2. Regulations and Exceptions 

 

(a) The following regulations apply to electioneering on the premises of 

public property during the voting period.  

 

(i). It is an offense for any person to leave any 

electioneering sign or literature on public property that is 

used as a polling place other than during the voting period 

and for thirty minutes before and after the voting period.  

 

(ii). It is an offense for any person to engage in 

electioneering on driveways, parking areas, on medians 

within parking areas, or driveways on the premises of a 

polling location. This restriction shall not apply to 



electioneering signs that are attached to vehicles that are 

lawfully parked at the premises of a polling location.  

 

(iii). It is an offense for any person to attached, place or 

otherwise affix any electioneering sign, literature or material 

to any building, tree, shrub, pole or other improvement on 

public property used as a polling location.  

 

(iv). It is an offense for any person to place any 

electioneering sign or literature within twenty-five (25) feet 

of the public road way adjacent to the public property where 

a polling location is located.  

 

(v). It is an offense for any person to place an 

electioneering sign on the premises that exceeds thirty-six 

(36) square feet and is more than eight (8) feet in height, 

including any supporting poles.  

 

(vi). It is an offense for any person to place an 

electioneering sign within the twenty five (25) foot Visibility 

Triangle of any intersection. 

 

(vii). In addition to imposing any criminal penalty, 

electioneering sign(s) locating in violation of this section may 

be removed and disposed of by the entity in control of the 

public property. 

 

(viii). The authority to conduct electioneering on public 

property under this Article is limited to the property on the 

premises where the voting is conducted and only for the 

voting period.”   

. . . . . 

 

 SECTION 2. That all provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lancaster, 

Texas, in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance be, and the same are hereby, repealed, and 

all other provisions not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and 

effect. 

 SECTION 3. That should any word, phrase, paragraph, section or phrase of this ordinance 

or of the Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, be held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, 

the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any part or provision thereof 



other than the part so decided to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, and shall not affect the 

validity of the Code of Ordinances as a whole. 

 SECTION 4. An offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is governed 

by prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in effect when the offense 

was committed and the former law is continued in effect for this purpose. 

 SECTION 5. That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms 

of this ordinance or of the Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction in the Municipal Court of the City of Lancaster, Texas, shall be 

subjected to a fine not to exceed the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each offense; and 

each and every day such violation is continued shall be deemed to constitute a separate offense. 

 SECTION 6. That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 

and the publication of the caption, as the law and charter in such cases provide. 

 DULY PASSED by the City Council of the City of Lancaster, Texas, this the _______ day 

of ___________________, 2014. 

      APPROVED: 

 

 

             

      MARCUS E. KNIGHT, MAYOR  

 

      ATTEST: 

 

 

             

      CITY SECRETARY 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

ROBERT E. HAGER, CITY ATTORNEY  
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